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Foster Youth Survey Analysis 

 

Introduction 

 

 As an intern with Together Georgia, I have used the resources given to me to create a survey 

for foster youth. This survey is intended to assess the social, mental, and educational well-being of 

youth aged nine and older. Twenty-three questions were asked to determine if there is stability and 

proper care for the foster youth in the sample mix. Provided in the report will be descriptions of each 

question and the resulting feedback to understand what resources are needed to improve the lives of 

the foster youth. 

 As a foster youth for the first ten years of my life, I have developed a passion to serve and 

make a difference for the foster care community. Throughout my time in the system, I gained an 

appreciation and understanding of the importance of education and how it can change the outcome 

of one’s life. This survey has affirmed for me that other youth in foster care also appreciate the 

importance of education in their lives. The foster youth survey is just the beginning of what I hope to 

accomplish in the child welfare field, and as a result of this survey, I hope to bring about a more 

empowering voice for all foster youth.  

 It is my pleasure to share with all those in this field the results of this survey, so that all may 

have the opportunity to read about what the foster youth would like to receive from the foster care 

system.  
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Executive Summary 

 The Foster Youth Survey originated as a collaborative effort with Together Georgia to improve 

the educational lives of foster youth. The source of my passion for the education of foster youth has 

stemmed from the experience of living in the foster care system for ten years. Growing up in the 

foster care system lead to some inconsistencies where education was involved. Records had not been 

transferred across county or state lines properly, educational placement assessments were not given, 

and there was a lack of communication between school officials. As an intern, I have been given the 

resources and network of people in child welfare that have been able to support and help create a 

survey that can potentially impact the foster youth’s educational well-being.  

 The foster youth survey was made up of twenty-three questions that focus on the social, 

mental, and educational well-being of each foster youth who had the opportunity to partake in the 

survey. The survey was distributed by both the EPAC (Educational Programming, Assessment and 

Consultation) Unit within the Division of Family and Children Services, and the non-profit 

organization, Together Georgia. Sixteen counties across Georgia generated responses from 51 youth. 

The ages of the youth ranged between eleven and twenty-six (while youth typically age out of the 

system at age 18, there are programs directed towards supporting the college-aged adults). 

 The analysis of the questions produced results that will be further used to create an 

opportunity impact for educational well-being. The following is a summary of the results gathered 

from the Foster Youth Survey:  

 When asked about overall happiness on a scale of 1 to 10 (with 10 being “most happy”), 
respondents averaged a 6.88 on the weighted scale. 

 Overall, foster youth have been enrolled in 1-3 schools while in placement. When asked what 
emotions were felt during the change of schools, youth’s most common response was 
“nervous” and “scared.” 

 On average, youth have been in 1-3 placements, and 74% reported that one of these 
placements had been in a Child Caring Institution (group home).  

 94% of youth have a sibling(s); 84% of those youth do not live with their sibling(s); 24 youth 
reported that they are allowed to visit their sibling(s); 12 youth are not allowed visitation with 
their sibling(s). 
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 54% of youth believe they would not be in the same school system if they were not in care; 
56% believe their academic standing has been improved by being in foster care.  

 On average, 50% of youth rated the enjoyment of education as either a 7, 8, 9, or 10 (enjoys 
school).  

 When asked what could help with the enjoyment of school, the majority of answers revolved 
around: safety, tutoring, feeling normal, and having a feeling of consistency. Extra-curricular 
activities tend to boost the enjoyment of school, and 57% of the youth are able to participate 
in at least one extra-curricular activity.  

 Grades and specific subject areas were a matter of concern when the youth were asked how 
their education could be improved. 67% of youth believe they would benefit from additional 
help with their studies, which include having a tutor, one-on-one instruction, and a change of 
environment. 

 92% of the youth plan on pursuing higher education after high school. 

 When it comes to discussing personal matters, 56% of youth are not comfortable discussing 
personal matters such as: their past, their biological mother, or criminal activities.  

 When asked what could improve their quality of living, the majority of answers focused on: 
living with biological family, improvement in self-esteem, therapy, and having a forever family.  

 On a weighted scale from 1 (not supported) to 10 (very supported) on how supported they feel 
with their placement transitions, youth averaged a 7.73 on the weighted scale.  

 63% of the youth identified themselves as participants in the Educational Programming, 
Assessment and Consultation (EPAC) Unit within DFCS.  

 

 There were responses that raised concerns and will be further analyzed and taken into account 

for further action. The next step for the survey will be to raise awareness and support, as well as 

continuing research on how to improve the foster care system. One way to do this is to engage 

EmpowerMEnt who can support the next phase of this survey.  
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Background Data 

Dates:  

 Creation of survey plus edits: Weeks of March 6th-20th, 2016 

 Discussion of survey with the Division of Families and Children Services (DFCS): March 18th, 
2016 

 Survey Distribution Period: March 23, 2016 – April 8th, 2016 

 End Date: April 8th, 2016 

 Survey time period: 2½ Weeks 
 

Geographical Area Covered: 

From the distribution of this survey to provider agencies under the network of Together Georgia and the 

Educational Programming Assessment and Consultation Unit within DFCS, responses were received from 

youth residing in one of the below 16 counties.  

Appling Bartow Chatham Cobb Coweta DeKalb Floyd Fulton Gwinnett 

2 3 3 5 7 2 1 2 5 

 

Laurens Long Lowndes Murray Pickens Polk  Walker Unknown 

1 1 3 1 6 2 1 5 
*50 responses    

Population Surveyed: 

Youth surveyed are youth in foster care that live in Georgia, are currently in the placement of the foster 

care system and/or are receiving extended youth support services, and reside/have resided in one or more 

foster homes, kinship care homes, and/or group homes. Survey distribution was recommended to ages 

nine and above. The youth who responded to the survey are aged 11 to 26. All youth were asked the same 

questions from the same survey. There were 51 youth total who responded to the survey. 
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Background Data 

Exclusions to the Survey: 

 Exclusions include those who do not reside in the state of Georgia, those who currently are not in the 

 care of the state of Georgia’s foster care system and/or are not receiving extended youth support   

 services, and those who are under the age of nine.  

 Sample Selection 

 The sample of youth was chosen based upon the distribution of the survey. Together Georgia sent out 

 a mass email to the providers in their network system throughout Georgia asking to distribute the 

 survey to the foster youth. DFCS’ EPAC Unit distributed the surveys to their contractors who assess 

 and/or tutor youth in foster care. The youth reside in CCI- group homes, kinship care, or a Child Caring 

 Institution. 

Together Georgia 

Together Georgia created the survey through Survey Monkey. This agency also distributed the survey 

to the provider community that could ensure the youth received it.  

Engaging DFCS’ EPAC (Educational Programming, Assessment and Consultation) Unit 

DFCS’ EPAC Unit distributed the survey to EPAC contractors that assess and/or tutor youth in foster 

care. 

Foster Youth Survey 

To view the survey, please follow this link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FCMM5P5 

To view the survey results, please follow this link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-S6P66FQS/ 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FCMM5P5
https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-S6P66FQS/
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Survey Questions Analysis 

Question 1. How old are you? 

Age of Foster Youth  Number of Youth of this Age Percentage of Total 

Age 9 0  0.00% 

Age 10 0  0.00% 

Age 11 2  3.92% 

Age 12 3  5.88% 

Age 13 4  7.84% 

Age 14 9  17.65% 

Age 15 8  15.69% 

Age 16 11  21.57% 

Age 17 6  11.76% 

Age 18 3  5.88% 

Age 19 1  1.96% 

Age 21 1  1.96% 

Age 23 1  1.96% 

Age 26 2  3.92% 
*51 responses  

 This question was asked in a drop down menu format that ranged from ages 9 to 18 with a comment box for 
those older than 18 to respond. 

 Summary of the results: Most ages were in the 14 to 17 range. This survey was geared towards the older age for 
more comprehensive answers and to determine if their necessities in education and at home were being met. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 2. How old were you when you entered foster care? 
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Infant Number Percent of Total 

1 year old 0  0.00% 

2 years old 1  1.96% 

3 years old 0  0.00% 

4 years old 1  1.96% 

5 years old 1  1.96% 

6 years old 3  5.88% 

7 years old 0  0.00% 

8 years old 1  1.96% 

9 years old 2  3.92% 

10 years old 8  15.69% 

11 years old 5  9.80% 

12 years old 4  7.84% 

13 years old 6  11.76% 

14 years old 7  13.73% 

15 years old 8  15.69% 

16 years old 3  5.88% 

17 years old 1  1.96% 
*51 responses 

 This question was asked in the format of a drop down menu that had answer choices with ages ranging from 
infant to age 17.  

 Summary of Results: Most of the youth were in the 10 to 15 year old age range.  
 

Question 3. What county do you reside in? 
This question was formatted in a text box response form. The number of responses was 51 and covered about 16 of 

159 counties (5 youth did not identify a county).  

*View appendix for the DFCS County map 

Appling Bartow Chatham Cobb Coweta DeKalb Floyd Fulton Gwinnett 

2 3 3 5 7 2 1 2 5 

 

 

Question 4. On a scale of 

1-10, indicate how happy you are overall. 

Laurens Long Lowndes Murray Pickens Polk  Walker Unknown 

1 1 3 1 6 2 1 5 
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Scale 
Range 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Total Weighte
d 
Average 

1(Unhappy)
-10(Most 
happy) 

0.00% 
0 
Peopl
e 

6.00
% 
3 

0.00
% 
0 

12.00
% 
6 

20.00
% 
10 

6.00
% 
3 

10.00
% 
5 

14.00
% 
7 

10.00
% 
5 

22.00
% 
11 

50 
Peopl
e 

6.88 

*50 responses 

 This question was asked in the format of a scale where the numbers ranged from 1 (most unhappy) to 10 (most 
happy). 

 Summary of results: The results averaged a 6.88. There were few answers that ranged under a scale of four, and 
if so, the youth’s responses stayed consistent regarding their emotional state. 

*See appendix for specific responses from other questions.   

 

Question 5. How many different schools have you been enrolled in since being in foster care? 

Answer 
Choices 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 More 
than 10 

Responses 36.00% 
18 
People 

12.00% 
6 

16.00% 
8 

8.00% 
4 

8.00% 
4 

6.00% 
3 

2.00% 
1 

4.00% 
2 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

8.00% 
4 

*50 responses 

 This question was formatted in a drop down menu that ranged from one to more than ten schools. Along with 
this question was a text box that included “If more than one, how did you feel each time you enrolled in a 
different school?”  

 Summary of results: Answer choices ranged from responses of “normal,” or “good” to “nervous, scared” or 
“angry.” The answer choices also correlated with the amount of moves that took place in the youth’s life- the 
more moves is the youth’s lives, the angrier they became.  36% of youth stated having only been in one school 
placement. With the increase in the number of schools attended, youth responded with emotions of more anger 
due to the instability. The youth that responded to attending more than ten schools began to feel immune to 
the process. Along with the results of this survey of a sampled portion of foster youth, DFCS’ Community 
Programs Unit, under which EPAC is housed, has gathered a Fiscal Year Report for the year 2015 on the well-
being of all youth involved with EPAC. According to this unit, school changes have ranged from a majority of one 
to two changes, or 35-41% of the time a child is in care, which correlates well with the provided results from this 

survey ("E.P.A.C. Services").    
         *27 youth responded *View appendix for all detailed responses 
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Question 6. How many different places have you lived since entering foster care? 

Answer 
Choices 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 More 
than 10 

Responses 30.00% 
15 
People 

20.00% 
10 

18.00% 
9 

6.00% 
3 

10.00% 
5 

0.00% 
0 

8.00% 
4 

2.00% 
1 

0.00% 
0 

0.00% 
0 

6.00% 
3 

*50 responses 

 This question was formatted in a drop down menu with answer choices that ranged from one to more than ten 
foster care placements. 

 Summary of Results: Along with the results of this survey of a sampled portion of foster youth, DFCS’ Community 
Programs Unit, under which EPAC is housed, has gathered a FFY for the year 2015 on the well-being of all youth 
involved with EPAC. According to this unit, placement changes for foster youth have been kept to a minimum of 
1-2 changes or 32-33% of the time a child is in care, which correlates well with the sample of youth that have 

been gathered in this foster youth survey analysis ("E.P.A.C. Services"). 

 

Question 7. What types of placements did you live in while in care? 

Answer Choices Number of Youth Percentage of Youth *Because of 

multiple answers, the total exceeds 100% 

Child Caring Institute (CCI)-group 
home 

36 73.47% 

Child Placing Agency (CPA)-foster 
home 

28 57.14% 

Kinship Care 8 16.33% 

*49 responses 

 This question was asked in the format of allowing the youth to choose more than one answer in a multiple-
choice selection. The answer choices included: Child Caring Institution (CCI)-group home, Child Placing Agency 
(CPA)-foster home, and Kinship Care.  

 Summary of results: The survey was distributed to a majority of group homes that then distributed it to youth in 
their placements, which would help explain why the percentage of 73.47% is the highest of all the answer 
choices.  

Question 8. Do you have sibling(s)? 

Answer Choices Number of Youth  Percentage of Youth 

Yes 47 94.00% 

No 3 6.00% 
*50 Responses 

 This question was displayed in the format of a drop down selection with the choice of “Yes” or “No.” 
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Question 9. Does the sibling(s) live with you? 

Answer Choices Number of Youth  Percentage of Youth 

Yes 8 16.00% 

No 42 84.00% 

 

 This question was formatted into a multiple choice selection of “Yes” or “No,” along with a text box for a 
comment section on the following question: “If your sibling(s) does not live with you, are you able to visit 
them? [Y/N]” 

 Summary of results: 94% of youth in this survey have a sibling and 84% of those youth are not able to visit the 
sibling(s). 

  Response Results to the visitation of siblings: 24 youth responded that they were allowed to visit their sibling(s); 
12 youth responded that they are not allowed to visit their sibling(s); 5 youth responded that they could visit 
their sibling(s) on occasion.  

 A youth’s response: “Not like I want, in the last six months I have seen them twice. I don’t always get to talk to 
them weekly either. It goes a while between talking to them because if I get to call, and if they answer the call.” 
It is responses such as these that may raise concern or bring a call to action to improve upon sibling relationships 
and visitations.  
*41 youth responded  

 
Question 10. Do you believe you would be in the same school system, if you had not been in foster care? 

Answer Choices Number of Youth  Percentage of Youth 

Yes 23 46.00% 

No 27 54.00% 
*50 responses 

 This question was formatted to a drop down window with the answer choices of “Yes” or “No.” 
 

Question 11. Do you believe your current academic outcomes would be different if you had not been in 
foster care? 

Answer Choices Number of Youth  Percentage of Youth 

Yes 28 56.00% 

No 22 44.00% 
*50 responses 

 This question was formatted in a drop down window with the answer choices of “Yes” or “No.” Along with this 
question was a comment box with the attached statement: “If yes, please explain.” The comment box allows 
the youth to state what could have been different if his/her placement were not in foster care.  

 Summary of Results: There is a correlation between youth who have been in multiple school systems while 
being in care and if their outcomes in education have been positively or negatively impacted. Foster care has 
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proven to be a form of stability for education so long as it is a priority for the youth and there is a stable 
transition for youth in and out of care.   

 A youth’s response: “I probably wouldn’t have went to college if I weren’t in foster care, honestly. My group home 

director at my first placement sparked my interest in post-secondary ed.” 
      *27 youth responded  – View appendix for responses.  

Question 12. Would you say that your education is a priority/importance in your life? 

 This question was asked in the format of a drop down window with the answer choices of “Yes” or “No,” along 
with a comment box that stated “If yes, please explain how.” 

 Summary of Results: 98% of the youth believe education is a priority in their life, while one youth stated that it 
was not important, and one youth did not answer. This survey has had the purpose of focusing on whether 
education is an importance for youth in foster care and if so, whether the foster care system is offering 
educational stability. The comments all centered on the answer of wanting to be successful and wanting to 
change the outcome of their current situation. A meaningful answer was, “Yes. Education is the one thing that 
cannot be taken away, so I take education seriously.” Education means a lot for these youth, and for some it is 
all they have to improve their well-being.  
*43 responses 

 

Question 13. On a scale of 1-10, how much do you enjoy attending your current school? 

1 (not 
enjoy)- 
10 
(enjoy) 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Weighted 
Average 

Answer 
Choice 

6.12% 
3 
People 

8.16% 
4 

8.16% 
4 

2.04% 
1 

16.33% 
8 

10.20% 
5 

16.33% 
8 

8.16% 
4 

2.04% 
1 

22.45% 
11 

6.20 

*49 responses 

 This question was in the format of a scale where the youth could click on a number that indicated how much 
they enjoyed attending school, where 1 meant does not enjoy school and 10 means enjoys school very much. 

 

Question 14. What could help you enjoy school more? 

 This question was formatted as an open-ended question in a textbox comment area. 

 Summary of Results: A few examples of youth’s answers are as follows: “Feeling normal in school and not in 
foster care”; “Security. Students bring drugs to campus”; “If I were familiar with people”; “Nothing. I have an 
amazing support system…”. Although these answers are circumstantial, they help us grasp what youth are 
feeling and if they feel safe in their school environment. 

 *Refer to the appendix to view all answers  

 *43 youth responded 
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Question 15. Have you been allowed to participate in extracurricular activities? (Example: soccer, guitar) 

Answer Choices Number of Youth  Percentage of Youth 

Yes 28 57.14% 

No 6 12.24% 

I choose not to participate 15 30.61% 
*49 responses 

 This question was in a multiple-choice format with the answer choices of “Yes,” “No,” or “I choose not to 
participate.” 

 

Question 16. What could be improved regarding your education? 

 This question was formatted into a textbox, which allowed the foster youth to answer the question openly with 
their opinion.  

 Summary of Results: Most answers revolved around grades, certain school subject areas, learning on a 
computer, and having extracurricular activities. Foster youth in this age range are in the prime years of their 
education, and most of the youth are heading off into the real world and into college soon, which means a 
strong support system for their education is paramount in the youths’ lives.  

 A response to focus on: “I want to play sports and be involved. I want to be a normal child. I can’t do that in the 
home I am in. I am not allowed to do things at school like track. I think the teachers should be nicer, they don't 
understand me or my emotions I am going through. I want therapy in school so that it is not at home. I don’t talk 
to the teachers.”  

*Please view appendix for all responses  

*44 youth responded 

Question 17. Could you benefit from additional help with your studies? 

Answer Choices Number of Youth  Percentage of Youth 

Yes 33 67.35% 

No 16 32.65% 
*49 responses 

 This question was formatted into a drop down menu with the answer choices of “Yes” or “No,” with a textbox 
response area that states, “If yes, what type of help would you like?”  

 Summary of Results: The results state that over half the youth (67.35%) would like to receive additional 
guidance with their studies. According to the youth’s comments, tutoring, one-on-one instruction, and a change 
of environment is what could be most beneficial. Tutoring should be an accessible reality for youth in foster 
care.  
*31 youth responded  
*See appendix for all results 

 



 
 

  

Authored by Jamey Hitchcock, Together Georgia Intern 15 

 

Foster Youth Survey Analysis 

 

Question 18. When you graduate high school, do you plan to pursue higher education? 

Answer Choices Number of Youth  Percentage of Youth 

Yes 45 91.84% 

No 4 8.16% 
*49 responses 

 This question was formatted as a drop down window with the answer choices “Yes” or “No.” 

 

Question 19. Do you feel comfortable discussing personal matters with anyone? 

Answer Choices Number of Youth  Percentage of Youth 

Yes 22 44.00% 

No 28 56.00% 
*50 responses 

Question 20. If yes to #19, what relationship does that person have to you? Is there any topic you do not 
feel comfortable discussing with anyone? 

 This question was formatted into a textbox that was used to extend an answer from question 19.  

 Summary of Results: Answers varied from both sides of the spectrum of not trusting others with personal 
matters to fully trusting one or two people. The types of people that youth chose to trust are as follows: adults, 
siblings, friends, counselors, family, caretakers, therapists, coaches, and teachers. Topics that youth avoided 
discussing are: birth mom and situations from their past.  

 Responders mentioned their mother, but did not mention their father. 

 One of the youth’s responses: “Caretakers, adults- going through what I have gone through people my age don't 
understand. Sex, drugs, home life, nothing involving criminal activity. Uncomfortable after seeing my mom with 
a lot of men with drugs around, they were not good people.”  

        *27 youth responded 

 

Question 21. What could be done to improve your quality of living? Are you lacking any important 
necessities or resources? 

 This question was asked in the format of a textbox that allowed the youth to openly respond.  

 Summary of Results: 45 youth answered and 6 youth left the question unanswered. Responses varied from not 
needing any resources to wanting to live with biological family, improvement in self-esteem, therapy, a forever 
family, and better housing. 

 A youth’s response: “not enough people caring about the gaps missing in care” like funding and mentors for the 
youth. Most youth claimed to have the proper living necessities, but when it came to their mental/emotional 
state, there were gaps that could be improved upon. 



 
 

  

Authored by Jamey Hitchcock, Together Georgia Intern 16 

 

Foster Youth Survey Analysis 

 

Question 22. On a scale of 1-10 indicate how much you feel supported in what you would like to happen in 
your transition stages (change of placement). 

Scale 
Range 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Total Weighted 
Average 

1(not 
supported)-
10(very 
supported) 

2.04% 
1 
People 

2.04% 
1 

4.08% 
2 

6.12% 
3 

6.12% 
3 

4.08% 
2 

16.33% 
8 

10.20% 
5 

10.20% 
5 

38.78% 
19 

49 
People 

7.73 

*49 responses 

 This question was formatted as a scale where the youth can choose a number 1 (non-supported) to 10 (very 
supported) for their placement transitions. 

 Summary of Results: The majority of foster youth feel supported during their transition stages within the foster 
care system. 

 

Question 23. Are you currently participating with EPAC (Educational Programming Assessment and 
Consultation)? 

Answer Choices Number of Youth  Percentage of Youth 

Yes 31 63.27% 

No 18 36.73% 
*49 responses 

 This question was formed as a drop down window with the answer choices “Yes” or “No.” 

 Summary of Results: EPAC has received referrals for 2,065 youth in foster care in the year 2015 (“E.P.A.C. 
Services”). 
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Lessons Learned, Next Steps, Conclusion 

Lessons Learned:  

1. The survey reached a diverse sample of youth, but there may have been a larger number of responses 
if it was distributed to a larger audience with reminders throughout the period of the survey.  

2. There may have been a larger number of responses if more time was allowed for the survey to ensure 
providers/placements had sufficient time to provide the youth an opportunity to respond to the 
survey.  Instead of a 2½ week period, a four week period may have been more helpful. 

3. In regards to the survey, all responses are anonymous, but for responses that raised concern, it might 
have been helpful to have an identifying location question. (i.e. If in a group home, what is the name of 
the group home, or if the child felt comfortable including their name).  

4. For a demographics base, there should have been a gender and/or race question to allow a more 
thorough analysis of the responses.  

5. At the end of the survey, there should have been a comment/questions box for the foster youth to 
freely express any concerns or suggestions for their well-being.  

 

Next Steps for the Well-being of Youth in Foster Care: 

1. Each survey was unique and critical in understanding the youth’s emotional and educational well-
being. In summation, it will be ideal to continue to further analyze the answers with a response that 
could benefit the lives of youth in foster care.  

2. As a follow up to the survey, it would be beneficial to engage EmpowerMEnt on the next steps.  
3. This report will be sent out to the Together Georgia providers and EPAC providers so that they can 

have the opportunity to learn from the youth’s responses. 
4. To identify what barriers might exist with the foster youth’s engagement with EPAC. 

 

Conclusion: 

 There will be more research and engagement following this survey to improve the system for the well-
being of all youth in foster care. Most importantly, it is the educational efforts for the youth that should have a 
major focus from this point forward. Knowing how much education means to even this small sample of youth 
is an encouraging factor. Together, we will continue to improve outcomes for youth in foster care.  
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Appendix 

Question 3. What county do you reside in? 

 This is the DFCS County map. Answers came from the following counties: Appling, Bartow, Chatham, Cobb, 
Coweta, DeKalb, Floyd, Fulton, Gwinnett, Laurens, Long, Lowndes, Murray, Pickens, Polk, Walker 
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Question 5. How many different schools have you been enrolled in since being in foster care? – Comment Box Question: If more 
than one, how did you feel each time you enrolled in a different school? 

 “I thought of it as a second chance and really lucky.” 

 “Crazy” 

 “Surprised then, normal” 

 “I felt like I was going to fail” 

 “I hate it because inside I am very mad. I am calm on the outside. I have to leave all my friends because something did not 
work out.” 

 “I was unhappy because I do not like transferring to new schools in the middle of the school year.” 

 “Anxiety” 

 “I was immune to moving by the fourth school.” 

 “I felt like I could never get to know anyone and for that I never really opened up to anyone.” 

 “Angry, I got tired of meeting new people.” 

 “Moved for a better school”  

 “Good” 
 

Question 9. Does the sibling(s) live with you? – Comment Box Question: “If your sibling(s) does not live with you, are you able to 
visit them? [Y/N] 

 Responses with “No:” 12 youth, Responses with “Yes:” 25 youth 

 Other responses: “No. Adoptive parents rights terminated.” 

 “Not like I want. In the last six months I have seen them twice. I don’t always get to talk to them weekly either. It goes a 
while between talking to them because of if I get to call, and if they answer the call.” 

 “No, because they are living somewhere that I cannot see them” 

 “Yes, I visit them every weekend” 

 “One of them yes, the other no” 
 

Question 11. Do you believe your current academic outcomes would be different if you had not been in foster care? – 

Comment Box Question: If yes, please explain.  

 “Because I was in a traditional setting other than computer based before coming to my current placement” 
 “Because when I wasn’t in foster care I made good grades, but now I don’t and it’s very difficult for me. It’s a real struggle 

for me and it’s almost the end of the year. If you don’t pass all classes you don’t go to the ninth grade which stresses me 
out more.” 

 “My mom would not help me with my homework” 
 “I’m passing now and it’s stable” 
 “I would be failing” 
 “I think they would be better because I would be home. I would not stress about the things I do now. I stress about the 

case, where my brother and sister are at, how they are doing. I hate where I am at, how am I getting out of the 
environment I am in, and I don’t get to talk to my case worker privately- everything is listened to. I don’t get any privacy to 
tell the caseworker what is going on. I don’t get to talk to my psychologist alone, I never get to be away from my foster 
parent to say what is going on.” 

 “I am in a better environment in foster care.” 
 “I did not have a person who discussed my school work or grades with me” 
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 “I would be in and out of schools” 
 “Being in foster care helps my education” 
 “My grades have declined since I’ve been in care” 
 “I probably wouldn’t have went to college if I weren’t in foster care, honestly. My group home director at my first 

placement sparked my interest in post-secondary ed.” 
 

Question 12. Would you say that your education is a priority/importance in your life? – Comment Box Question: If 

yes, please explain. 

 “From being homeless before, I know education is important” 
 “Because none of my family graduated high school and most of them dropped out. Most of my family tells me I won’t 

achieve my dream and my goals in life, so I want to prove them wrong by going to school, get my high school diploma, and 
graduate from college…” 

 “Big plans for my future and education is needed” 
 “Want to become a lawyer and make a difference” 
 “…I need to do good in school so I don’t turn out like my mom” 
 “I know I need education to live and have a better lifestyle” 
 “I look at my mom and she never made it far as a person, so I want to do things my mom never did with us or her life” 
 “I think that education is one of the most important things that I’m focused on, because I want to have a better life and be 

successful and be independent” 
 “…College was my only option. It saved my life.” 
 “It’s the purpose of how life moves on to college for me” 
 “Because I need an education to get a job and not be a statistic of DFCS” 
 “I could not continue school because I had no where to go for college breaks. I was homeless and school had to take a 

backseat…” 
 “Yes. Education is the one thing that cannot be taken away, so I take education seriously” 

 
Question 14. What could help you enjoy school more? 

 “If my friends were there, people would stop bullying, and my friends would be a bit more supportive” 
 “Feeling normal in school and not in foster care” 
 “My foster parent is trying to get on the board of education and I am concerned about her making things happen. She calls 

my star sergeant and makes me have star because she has a problem with me at home. My home life is punished at school 
then I get in trouble and I don’t get to be in my classes. She threatened that on spring break she can take us to the school 
and drill us at star if she does not like our behavior” 

 “Security…” 
 “Nothing. I have an amazing support system consisting of friends and mentors. I couldn’t ask for anything else except 

guaranteed admission into UGA for grad school” 
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Question 16. What could be improved regarding your education? 

 “…to study more and ask for help if I need it” 
 “If I didn’t give up when I was confused” 
 “I want to play sports and be involved. I want to be a normal child. I can’t do that in the home I am in. I am not allowed to 

do things at school like track. I think the teachers should be nicer, they don’t understand me or my emotions I am going 
through. I want therapy in school…” 

 “If I get more of a passion to learn. If I completed my work correctly and work patiently” 
 

Question 17. Could you benefit from additional help with your studies? – Comment Box Question: If yes, what type of 

help would you like? 

 “Tutoring and more one-on-one instruction” 
 “I would like help in all of my classes such as math and science and studying for the SAT/ACT” 

 
Question 20. If yes to #19, what relationship does that person have to you? Is there any topic you do not feel 

comfortable discussing with anyone? 

 “I don’t talk to anyone. The adults would freak out and twist my words around. It is better to be quiet. We are like maids in  
the house.” 

 “Caretakers, adults- going through what I have gone through people my age don’t understand. Sex, drugs, home life, 
nothing involving criminal activity. Uncomfortable after seeing my mom with a lot of men with drugs around, they were not 
good people.” 

 “I am very close to this person. I love being able to go to her and tell her everything…I’m just afraid of scaring people away 
because of some of the things that have happened in my past” 

 “My past” 
 

Question 21. What could be done to improve your quality of living? Are you lacking any important necessities or 
resources? 

 “My quality of living is ok, but would improve by being united with my mother. I am not lacking necessities here in my 
placement.” 

 “Living with my sister” 
 “I don’t want to be where I am at. I want a family and a home. I want someone to care. I feel that the homes I have been in 

think nothing is supposed to bother me. They feel that with food and shelter over our heads we should be happy, they 
don’t care how we feel emotionally. We are told we can’t cry about things. We are not allowed to feel. That is not real. I 
don’t feel that she listens to me, or even to the rules she is given. She does what she wants. Once one girl does something 
wrong, no one can do anything. One person ruins it for everyone. We don’t get time with friends. We don’t get to express 
ourselves. Not all the girls are treated equally. Some girls get to do anything and get away with it, but then other people get 
in trouble.” 

 “Someone in direct charge that I could go through when we have problems. Discipline should be uniform, they scream and 
get in your face. They need to be people that care about children.” 

 “There are not enough people caring about the gaps that are missing in care. In order to succeed now I would need funding 
and a mentor to help with issues that were not taken advantage of while I was in care” 
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*To view all responses in more detail, please view the following link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-S6P66FQS/ 

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/results/SM-S6P66FQS/
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